





Can you describe the interior of that theatre?

Nothing really fancy. Big screen on the stage. There were front stall seats and back stall seats
which were the ones I mainly went for. The balcony area was called the circle and dress circle.
The dress circle was the place to be, the most expensive seats. There was a stairway up from
the foyer. There was nothing omate, but there was some decor. It was quite good around
Preston with several theatres. Pantomimes there sometimes too. Vaudeville once, and had to
bring it back. St James Theatre on the comner of Gower St and High St was another place to

20.
Graham Ennis

The owner of the theatre was a lovely old man. He used to wear a nice evening suit with a
bow-tie always. There was a hostess to see us to our seats. It was called the Independent and
was in Epping Rd. We used to walk up there. He only charged us threcpence halfpenny
because the other theatres were big theatres and he was just struggling along there. If the
theatre was full, he wouldn’t turn vou away, vou were allowed to go and stand there for a
penny. We did enjoy those pictures - Rin Tin Tin, and Charlie Chaplin. It was really a
highlight.

Jeanne Primmer

Circuses

In the '20s and the early "30s, about every three months a circus would come to Reservoir. It
was a pretty popular business, but they weren't big circuses. They always had clowns and
horses and they'd invite the audience (o ride their buck jumper, whether it be a mule or a horse.
The clowns would do their best 1o get in the way to make sure nobody lasted too long on the
horse. It used to be a battle of wits between the clowns and the Brown boys, Billy and Bobby
and Cabby. They'd get in the clowns™ way, and keep them out of the way It was all good
entertainment. They used (o pull off the road on the corner of Olive St and Edwardes St, pitch
their tent, and when you came home from school - lo and behold! There's a circus in town!

In the Depression years the timber yard closed down. It had a lot of buildings in 1t, and
occupied a fair amount of land. It was where Love's new shops are right through to Kenilworth
St. A big circus known as Perry's spent a winter there, and it used to be a Sunday aftemoon
walk 10 go and inspect the animals Lions, tigers, monkeys and clephants. In fact that circus is
still going, most of the smaller ones would have finished Jong ago [ should think.

Ronald Ashworth
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Horse riding

We used to go horse riding out along Plenty Rd. There was a chap out there who had horses,
Jack Carlson. We'd ride around the paddocks, and go jumping over some of the trees that were
laying around. There were no houses opposite the cemetery, or opposite Mont Park, there was
nothing. We could just go get on the horses and ride where we liked.

Pamela Murphy

We always had horses. Dad always had two show horses. He had two ponies that he drove
with vehicles. Tommy, was the flash show pony and Dad used te show him at the Royal Show.
He had a piano box buggy and a jinker, but he wouldn’t take us out in the jinker. That was for
when he wanted to be flash and let the pony show what a good pony it was. But if he took us
out as a famly, we had to go in the piano box buggy. I was allowed to handle the other pony,
old Billy. I had a little jinker of my own and one day Dad and 1 had a race home, on the way
from Wood’s store after ordering the grocenes, and of course he beat me. My mother never
forgave him for that, as she reckoned that was dangerous and a dreadful thing for him to do.
That’s the sort of fun we used to have.

Jean James
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